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Floating into Thin Air
Two wire cables 
connect the gondola 
of the High Energy 
Focusing Telescope 
(HEFT) to its balloon.
By the time the 
balloon reaches its 
float altitude (inset)  
40 kilometers above 
Earth’s surface, it has 
expanded enough 
to fill the space of a 
football stadium.
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HEFT’s three high-energy x-ray focusing optics modules recorded these first light images (now being analyzed) of the Crab Nebula. Because this target was 
extremely bright, the high-energy telescope needed only 5 minutes to record the data.
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For further information contact Bill Craig (925) 423-1471 
(billc@llnl.gov).
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